
Noon Bible Study: Matthew 4 (Part 2) 
Matthew 4:12-16 
 

v. 12 - John the Baptist is arrested by Herod. This full story is recounted later in Matthew’s gospel. Here is the reason why he 
was arrested: 
 

Matthew 14:3-5 - For when Herod had John arrested, he bound him and put him in prison because of Herodias, the wife of 
his brother Philip. 4 For John had been saying to him, "It is not lawful for you to have her." 5 Although Herod wanted to 
put him to death, he feared the crowd, because they regarded John as a prophet. 

 
v. 13 - See Map 
 
v. 15-16 - quote from Isaiah 9:1-2; 60:1-3 

 
Matthew 4:17 - Jesus Began To Preach -“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”  
 

we explained the phrase kingdom of God when we looked at chapter 3. This one sentence phrase is a shorthand summary of 
Jesus’ proclamation.  The people in the Galilee region heard the call to turn away from their sin and towards God because 
the kingdom of God was coming soon. In this context, it is important to remember that the kingdom of God isn’t just the 
dawning of a restored Eden - it also includes a time of judgment and justice - similar to what the Old Testament prophets 
called “the day of the LORD”.  The kingdom of heaven/God is the time when everything wrong with the world is made right - 
but part of what is wrong with the world is human sin and rebellion and that must be addressed too.   
 
Jesus’ preaching was a call for people to return to their Creator now for forgiveness rather than face judgment when the 
kingdom arrives. 

 
Matthew 4:18-22 - Jesus calls his first disciples 
 

According to Matthew’s account, Jesus’ first disciples were Galilean fisherman: brothers Simon (aka Peter) and Andrew and 
James and John, sons of Zebedee. 

 
What is a disciple? 
What is a disciple in the context of first century Judaism? 
What do you think of Andrew, Peter, James and John’s reaction? 

 
Excerpt from “Come And Follow Me”: The primary word used to describe someone who follows Jesus is “disciple”, and it appears 
hundreds of times in the New Testament (and is not just used of Jesus’ closest 12). “Disciple” comes from the word meaning 
student and the goal of disciples is to hear and observe their teacher so that they can in turn practice the information for 
themselves. The goal of Jesus’ followers isn’t just to hear and observe though, for his goal is to shape and transform the 
lives of those who follow him. 
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A modern equivalent would be the idea of an “apprentice” which is defined by Merriam Webster as “a person who learns a job 
or skill by working for a fixed period of time for someone who is very good at that job or skill.” An apprentice will spend 
time with an experienced person who teaches them a trade by word and example. Over time apprentices are moved out of the 
classroom and given the opportunity to do work in their field alongside their teacher, eventually growing to be able to do 
what their teacher did, now on their own. 
 
Discipleship to Jesus is not just a set of beliefs to affirm or a few facts to accept. It is a way of life that supernaturally 
shapes the followers of Jesus to become more and more like the one they are following, listening to and learning from. 
 
The main teachers of Scripture during Jesus’ time were called rabbis.  To be a rabbi took a lot of time and effort and only 
the best students were able to advance.  Young boys who wanted to learn from a rabbi would devote themselves to studying 
and learning about their rabbi’s interpretation and application of the writings of Moses.  They would work hard to memorize 
and educate themselves with the goal of being approved by and eventually becoming like their rabbi.  As you can imagine, it 
was a small and elite number that could actually attain these marks (cp: acceptance at an Ivy League or becoming a 
professional athlete). As a result, rabbis were revered by the Jewish people. 
 
It might seem odd that these fishermen simply drop their nets and follow Jesus - but imagine being offered a full scholarship 
to Harvard or a fully guaranteed NFL contract!  These poor fishermen recognized that they were being invited into an 
apprenticeship program with a teacher and prophet that made it easy to walk away from their fishing trade. These fishermen 
weren’t the best or the brightest, but they were willing to respond when Jesus called their name.  Their decision on the shore 
of the sea of Galilee would change their lives and change the world.  These disciples didn’t earn Jesus’ looking their way, 
and yet he gave them his full attention.  This is how discipleship to Jesus is different from being a student of some famous 
teacher or part of a championship sports team.  We don’t earn our way into apprenticeship to Jesus, we’re invited by him. 

 
Matthew 4:23-23-25 - Jesus’ ministry and following grows 
 

Jesus is not only teaching about the coming Kingdom, he is demonstrating the power of the kingdom through miraculous 
healing.  As you can imagine, this leads to news spreading and an increased interest in his ministry.  Crowds are growing, 
and this will lead to Jesus to begin to clearly define what it means to follow him and his way. 
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